Housé' ol Repressniatives - on
March 3, 1819, aind ibe Tarewell

address by Speaker, Orv'to the
Congressifian Jenkins:

hurrled westward o start his
campaign for re-election. e

On the day after Congress ad-
journed, the Democratic Con-

gresslonal Convention assem-

“bled i Pirkersburg.’ 1t° was
. Samuel Crane of farofl Ran-
dolph County who presented
Congressman Jenkins' name for
renomination. The official con-
vention reports state that Crane
“hore testimony to Jenkins's
high moral worth, his private

virtues, and his unblemished-

public acts, making him_well

deserving of the honor.” There

were loud calls for William L.

Juckson of Wood County, who

" promplly seconded the nomina-

.tion of Congressman Jenkins,
endorsing him ‘“‘as 3 man and
as a politician.” F. P. Turner
then moved that the nomina-
tion be made unanimous, which
was accomplished “‘amidst loud
and long-continued cheers.”

" What a contrast the 1858 Con-
gressional nomination was from
the long - drawn-out, bitter,
multi-ballet  struggle of 1857
when Jenkins was nominated at
Parkersberg!

The - Congressman hurrjed Lo

" reach the convention, man-

aged to reach Parkepdburg by

March 5 after bard riding. He

iramediately dispatched’ the fol-

lowing letter to his convention.

friends: -
Parkersburg, March' 5, 1859
*Gentlemen: :
“On. my arrival here, your
letter was placed in my hands,
apprising me that I had been
nominated by acclamation. to
represent this District in the
Aext Congress. This renewed
manifestation of your con-
fidence and favor, and its con-

Nattering: complimen

yourselyes .my - thanks

courteous manner in- which ‘you. “e

cale the same.. .
A. G. Jenkina"

In reporting. Congress
fnan Jenkins's repomination,
the Barbour Jeffersonian
staled: “‘Mr. Jenkins has made
an honest, capable and most
excellent Representative. He de-
scrves, and no doubt recelves,
the universal commendation of
his constituents. Although one
of the youngest Members of the
House,” he bears a . reputation
for ability, eloquence and firm-
ness ‘to Democratic - principles
of which much older men might
be proud. He is one of the work-
ing Membera of Congross, and
his consUtuents from every part
of the district can testify to
that fact.”

On Delensive

Congressman Jenkins and his
bride of less than a year ar-
rived in Charleston on March
72, and sddressed m motting’ at
the Kanawha County Court-
house. The meeting opened at
2 o'clock in the afternoon, and
the Congressman went some-
what on the defensive in his
opening speech. He defended
the public expenditures of the
Buchanan Administration an d
claimed, "The Democratic
Party has done all that a parly
could doo check the extrava-
gances of a combined opposl-
tion i Congress.”

Running against Congressman
Jenkins in 1850 was a well-re-
spected Charleston lawyer
nemed James Madison Laidley,
the nephew of one of the lead-
ing spirits in the founding of
Marshall Academy, John Laid-
ley tafter whom Laidley Hall
al Marshall Unlveraity is
named.)

Laidley
ol an opponent than

was a different kind
Carlile had

have ‘been pleased 10 communi-~ expene of ‘equipping the Capl-

Laldley “also’ challenged" Con:
greasman Jenkins to a series o

debates, to which the Congress-
man courteously replied . early’
in Apell, 1859, aboard the Ohio

" River steamer A. W. Quartler:

“Your favor of the md inst.,
announcing your intention to be-
come my competitor to repre-
sent this district in the next.

Congress, “was placed in ‘my . .

hand a few minutes ago, on my
coming aboard from Poin v

Pleasant, where 1 had been.ad- -

dressing the people.” 1 need not
awsure you thal I most heartlly
reclprocate the courteous sentl-
ments expresssed in your let-
ter relative to the manner in.

which the canvass between us
should be conducted.

I regret very much that you”

could not apprise me distinclly
of the Umes and places at
which you propose to address
the people, as I should have
been much pleased to be pres-
ent, but as you cannot do so
definitely 1 will make the fol-
lowiny appoiniments, which 1

e

~apeliar B

Calhoyn: Cy. ;
Doddridge Cy. — April:28
2Witt (Courtty = April 28
- Jackson Cy.f-’MaYl; Ny

U ipcém  this point. we can
‘agree. on .other _appointmenta. .
“Hoping ‘it : may ‘sult: your
. "convenience ‘1o aitend, such op-

_polntments, T am'in great haste,
. : ".} s 'Yw' ‘.mly'
.. A G. Jenkins™

. Congressinan Jenkins mad ¢
“In the upper end

od pro
“.qf: the, 1ith Congressional Dis- .
‘triet, wh h. cmprised 19 doun-

tes! Lo )
The Parkersburg News. re
ported on |
oourumneuddrm in glowing
> “The speech of the Honor-
,able A. G. Jenkins, delivered in
 this. place on Monday last, was
& very able effort. Its reason-
ing was falr; conclusive and
statesmantike, the ideas were
good - and clearly expressed,
while the language was always
appropriate and well - chosen,
and sometimes ecloquent. We
have since heard the opinion re-
peatedly expressed, both by po-
litical friends and opponents,
that this last affort of our cen-
didste was superior to any
made by him previously in this
place. It was unquestionably a
masterly. defense of the Dema-
cratic Party and its principles,

and a complete refutation of

his- ‘Wood County -

 rouilng 88"

‘Club, Which gavé s rpassing.

lute to his .‘l:;:fnfo',(':’nq‘-
gressman " pe ot his
quarters !t tbe Nortliwester)

hotel, where he was: sere:
naded by, the . band" and " glee
club, nnd . with's.
b returning his
thuy , paid; him. The Congresd:

“man thew “went on & ‘hnﬁshlh;"
fng tour On’ Monday, .returniag

* to the Harrison,County- Court-

house on Tuesday . afterdoon to’
addeess’ bey averflow crowd (dr
an hour - s ‘three-quarters. ** -
Alihoughi ‘b4 ‘sensed ‘the. tide
was Funning, with-him a monti{
before the- election, ‘Congress-
man Jenkins did not fet up in
his strenuous campaign sched- .
ule. Once again i was “Plan
as though 1 will live forever.
and live as though 1 will die
tomorrow."' ) .
(Te be Continued)
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